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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  0?  THE 


MEDIC.IL  OEPICSR  OE  HEALTH  & THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

?0R  THE  YEAR, 1945. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Highworth  Rural  District  Council, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen* 

* 

In  presenting  to ^you  my  report  I am  pleased  to  be 
able  to  say  that  there  has  been  no  epidemic  of  any  importance  during  tho 
past  twelvo  months.  The  results  of  the  Diphtheria  immunization  are  shown 
by  the  fact  that  we  havo  had  very  fow  casco  of  Diphtheria*  and  none  of  those 
have  been  immunized. 


I have  great  pleasure  in  working  with  Mr, A, G* Underwood 
the  Scmior  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  I am  grateful  to  him  for  all  the  help  ho 
has  givon  to  mo,  though  I cannot  end  without  expressing  my  feoling  that  a 
long  forgod  link  has  boon  brokon  by  tho  retirement  of  Mr,H.H*Hoddinott , our 
late  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I havo  tho  honour  to  bo  Ladies  & Gent 1 omen, 

Your  Obodient  Servant, 


R.  P.  BEATTY, 


May , 1946, 


Medical  Officor  of  Health, 


I 
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. 

• 
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HIGEWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


GENERAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  0?  HEALTH  EOH 

THE  YEAR  1945. 


SECTION  A 
Statistics  - 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  TEE  AREA. 
Aire  a of  District  - 43,691  Acres. 

No:  of  Parishes  - 15, 

Ap  or ox : Pojulat ion-  18,500. 

Rateable  Valuo  - £100,636, 


Social  Conditions. 


Sum  ropresentated  by  penny  rate  - £404, 


Tho  area  is  to  a largo  oxtont  Rural  in  charactor  with  the 
exception  of  tho  parishes  of  Highworth, Stratton  St,  Margaret  and  Wrought on. 
Factories  not  subsidiary  to  Agriculturo  and  moro  recently  developed  Factories 
for  war-timo  noodo,  which  are  now  likoly  to  ho  permanent,  and  which  afford 
employment  for  an  increasing  number  of  persons  aro  situated  in  thoso  Parishes. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births  - 

Total. 

Male, 

Female 

Legitimate 

260 

140 

120 

Illegitimate) 

21 

10 

11 

TOTAL: 

231 

150 

131 

Still-Births. 

Total, 

Male, 

Female 

f 

Legitimate 

i 

1 

I llogitimatc 

TOTAL: 

1 

1 

— 

Deaths, 

Total# 

364 

Male# 

215' 

Female, 

149 

— • 2 — 


SECTION  B.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OEEICES  EOR  AUTHORITY . 


MEDICAL  OEEICER  OE  HEALTH  - Part-timo  Officer  who  acts  only  for  tho  Rural 

District  Council, 


SANITARY  INSPECTORS  - 


Mr. H. H* Hoddinott  M.S.I.A*  retired  from  duty  on  tho 
30th  Junoj>1945,  and  Mr.  A*  Gr, Underwood  was  appointed 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  commenced  duties  on 
:tho  let  July,  1945.  Mr. E. J.Baxf iold  the  additional 
Sanitary  Inspector  returned  from  H,M.Eorces  and 
commenced  duties  on  the  2nd  August, 1945,  In 


ado  i t x on  a ful  L -■  t ime 


,st  is  employed  in  the 


Public  Health  Dept,  and  due  to  the  need  for  immediate 
inspections  and  measuring  under  the  Rural  Housing 
Survey,  a full-time  Housing  Enumerator,  who  combines 


Rodent  Control  and  Dio  infos tat  ions  with  this  duty 
is  employed, ' 


laboratory  eacilitiss. 

\ 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  analysis  of  water  are  carried 
out  by  the  Pathological  Department  Salisbury  Infirmary, 

SCABIES,  CONTACEOUS  DISEASES. 


Cloansing  of  persons  infocted  with  Scabies  is  carried  out 
on  behalf  of  the  Rural  District  Council  by  tho  Swindon  Borough  at  thoir 
cleansing  centre. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 


Ambulances  are  available  at  tho  Swindon  and  District 
Isolation  Hospital  both  for  infoctlous  disoasos  end  accidents*  ••  • *• 


• 

' 


3 


NOTIFUSLE  DIS3AS3S , CTH53  THAjf  TO^CULOSIS, 


* 


Details  are  given  in  Table  at 
showing  age,  incidence  and  distribution  in  the  several 

the  number  of  admissions  to  Hospital.-. 


the  end  of  the  report , 

Parishes,  as  well  as 


CANCER, 

Hospital  and  the 
at  St.  Margaret's 


Surgical  treatment  is  given  at  the  Swindon  Victoria 
Groat  Western  Medical  Hand  Society’s  Hospital  in  Swindon,  and 
Hospital,  Stratton  St*  Margaret. 


At  the  Victoria  Hospital  a specialist  from  tho  Bristol 
General  Hospital  visits  once  a month  to  examine  cases  of  cancer  and  to  arrange 
for  their  treatment  by  Radium  and  Deep  X Ray  Therapy  at  Bristol. 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER . 

Distributed  in  age  groups  as  follows:— 

Years. 

25  to  35  1 

35  t o 45  * , . 2 

45  to  55  , . . 2 

55  to  65  ...  3 

65  and  upwards  ...  14 
TOTAL:  22~ 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

No  action  has  been  necossary  under  Soction  66  of  the 

Public  Health  Act, 1925. 


TTJBERCULOSI 


O <! 


No  action  has  been  required  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  nor  under  Section  62  of  tho 
Public  Health  Act, 1925. 
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ITFEOTIOUS  DT8EASE3  HOICK®  OP  CASES  notified.  . . 
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'JOTIFIASLE  DISEASE : 
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AGES. 
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V.  ^ 

Sw.  ■ * 
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diphtheria  8a 
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10 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia. 
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pneumonia. 
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Cphtha  ::ia 
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Dysentery* 
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.ie&aleo* 

64 
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44 

15 

/hooping  Cough* 
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28 
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SAHITAHY  STATISTICS 


203 .tsaicts  HECoap^p  and  abated  iubing  1945. 


llature  cf  Complaints. 

Defects 

drought 

f or  ever d 

from 

1344, 
m '■  ■n* J “■  ■ “■ 

Complaints 
1 eceived 
and 

visited. 

1;  Total. 

i 

! 

! 

i 

No : of 
comp Is into 
ad  at  ed 
during 

1 r"  1 — 

J .'“lo. 

ITo:  of  cas  or  not 

&rr  ©*>4  h-'f1  °rA 
a-  end 

of,  year. 

2 

19 

— - 

21 

21 

Choked  drains. 

t 

i 

1 

Defective  drains. 

20 

20 

20 

11  sinks. 

l 1 

» 

H & dirty  W. C.pans. 

2 

2 

2 

flushing  Cisterns. 

2 

2 

2 

Slaves  gutters. 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5-  Down  pipes. 

1 

1 

1 

Yard  pacing. 

w 

f ■ Oessuits. 

— 

4 

4 

4 

»'  Hoofs. 

: 1 

17 

18 

17 

1 

Owr flowing  Cesspits. 

- 

3 

3 

2 

1 

Offensive  E.  Cs. 

1 

1 

1 

u Accumulations. 

1 

15 

16 

16 

u Keeping  of  Animals. 

— 

14 

14 

13 

1 

Dirty  rooms. 

— 

7 

7 

7 

Polluted  ditches. 

1 

4 

5 

5 

I(  Wells, 

— 

13 

12 

12 

Overcrowding, 

4 

11 

15 

12 

3 

Y 0 cm i nous  h ous  e s , 

<m 

11 

11 

11 

hi  i a ae  1 lane  ous , 

— 

9 

9 

9 

- 

TOTALS: 

l 

10 

..  I 

153 

| 

163 

157 

1 

6 
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SjjHTAHY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


General  Inspections  for  Housing  defects 
Housing  re;  inspections. 

Infectious  disease  investigations. 
Visits  to  Bakehouses. 

Dairy  & Cowshed  inspections. 

Under  Factory  Act, 1937. 

Water  Supply. 

Moat  & Other  Food  inspections. 

Visits  re j Council  House  applications. 
Hats  & Mice  (Destruction)  Acts. 

Movable  Dv7cllingo* 

Scavenging  & Cleansing. 

Sanitary  Conveniences* 

Sewers  Drains, Ditches  <&  Cesspits* 

Pig  Killing  on  producers  Promises. 

TOTAL  INSPECTIONS* 


695 

301 

34 

28 

125 

19 

21 

48 

136 

39 

21 

23 

12 

31 

6 

T3ST — 


iotal  number  of  nuisances  and  defects  found 
Number  of  Prolimary  Notices  Sorvod. 

,f  n Statutory  n # 

" w Nuisancos  abated  and  defects 
remedied. 

M Outstanding  at  end  of  yoar. 


153, 

139. 

2. 


> 


% ' 


WATER. 


Tho  sources  of  water  supply  for  tho  Highworth  Rural  District  are  for  the 
Parishes  of  Blunsdon,  Highworth,  Ingleoham,  Liddington,  Wanborough,  and 
Wroughton,  from  tho  Highworth  Rural  District  Council1 s Water  Works*  Tho 
supply  for  Castle  Eaton  is  taken  in  hulk  from  the  Cricklado  and  Wootton 
Bassett  Rural  District  Council,  and  that  at  Bishopstone  from  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners.  Hannington  is  supplied  from  a small  private  water  works,  tho 
purity  of  this  supply  is  very  doubtful,  and  the  Council  are  discussing  now 
supply  for  the  Village*  Chisoldon  supply  is  taken  in  hulk  from  the  Swindon 
Corporation.  Haydon  Wick  and  Stfatton  St.  Margarot  are  supplied  direct  hy 
the  Swindon  Corporation. 


The  Cenhcil  have  approved  & echcsia  fav  providi&g  h supply  to, 

filler  It  to  th# 

Highworth  water  main  noar  Sam Lano»  Bluawdoa*  The  present  source  of  supply 
is  from  surfaco  springs,  the  yiold  being  inadequate  during  the  Summer  months 
and  tho  supxDly  is  contaminated  at  source* 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE. 

Tho  various  Sewage  Disposal  Works  have  boon  carried  on  during  the  year 
satisfactorily.  fno  complaint  having  boon  rccoivod  oithor  with  regard  to  the 
effluent  or  from  nuisanco  arising  from  tho  v/orks* 


HOUSING. 


Tho  Housing  Survey  v/us  commenced  on  August  2nd  1945,  and  up  to  the 
31st  December ,1945  complete  inspection  including  measuring,  inspection  for 
defects,  categorisation,  and  registration  of  512  houses  was  completed.  It  wa3 
felt  that  the  Survey  should  bd  commenced  in  the  South  Western  part  of  the 
District  at  Wroughton,  and  bo  completed  Parish  by  Parish  in  an  arc  finishing 
in  the  North  Western  part  of  the  District# 

During  the  year  11  houses  were  reported  as  individual  unfit  Cottages 
and  demolition  orders  made  in  8 cases,  in  1 case  an  undertaking  to  render  fit 
was  accepted,  and  for  2 housos  an  undertaking  was  acceptod  not  to  ro-lot  for 
human  habitation. 


*4 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOODS. 


MILK  SUPPLIES. 

— - - -|iL  iii  i.  


Number  of  Producora  on  the  Hogistor  233. 
n w of  T.T.Milk.  18, 

11  ,f  w of  Accrodited  Milk  59. 

u 11  tf  n Ordinary  Milk.  156. 

Tho  register  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  the  area  is  ‘being  "brought 
up  to  date  and  complete  inspection  of  each  Cowshed  and  Dairy  is  being  recorded 
and  at  the  end  of  tho  year  64  completo  inspections  have  been  made,  out  of  a 
total  numoor  of  125  inspections*  Advise  is  usually  given  verbally  to  the 

Producer  with  good  effect  and  in  only  7 cases  were  notices  served  against  stubborr 
Producers  with  the  desired  rosults, 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  POODS. 


Both. the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  tho  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector  are  qualitiod  Moat  Inspectors,  and  regular  routine  inspection  of 
Butchers5  Shops  each  month  are  carried  out.  During  tho  year  the  following 
i oods  were  found  to  bo  unsound  and  unfit  for  human  consumption}— 

ll|'*lbo.  Butter, 

6^  lbs.  Choose, 

374a".  lbs.  8*ozs.  Beef. 

32* lbs.  Tinned  Moat* 

42, lbs*  One  Sheep, 

25, lbs.  Prunes. 

202. lbs.  Beans, 

110, lbs.  Dried  Peas. 

3.  Tins  Nestles  Milk. 

2.  Tins  Pilchards. 

2. lbs.  Marmalade, 

29. lbs.  Bacon, 


SHOP  ACT. 1934. 


No  actio;-'  wM  found  to  Ido  nocossary  under  this  Act  during  tho  year. 
MKJSE  COLLECTION  AiH)  DISPOSAL. 

Council's  own  Sfuoo  coUoct'Jon  vLvT^  th°  Wh°le  °f  thc  aroa  ^ 

supervision  Tho  nothS  nf  ? \ « v*"1  worlonon  under  the  Surveyor's 

St!  Margaret.  * °f  dl°P°0al  ia  dmpins  into  a c1^  »y  at  Stratton 

v . i Dif 1 iculty  and  nuisance  was  mot  with  at  twn  Hn^  i-n  , 

infestation  with  rats  and  other  vermin  and  insects  created  nuisLce  ta’n^L 

property;  greater  care  should  ho  takosi  at  thoso  refuse  ties  and  more  rc°ula/ 
inspections  hy  tho  proper  Authorities.  cgular 

RATS  & MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT. 1919. 

The  services  ior  Rodont  Control  given  hy  tho  Council's  own  nt-t-p-p 
" ? ?r?  t^aln?d  ^ qualified  to  deal  with  this  matter,  continues  to  ho  well  ’ 

T>ro-haitiLandt?^lag^t?0  ^Gar  83  prorninGS  WcrG  chared  of  rodonts  hy  tho 
pre-baiting  mothods  advised*  J 

ty.a  w.lt  w Tho  disinfestation  of  agricultural  lands  is  still  carriod  out  hy 

Give " "JL  r 1 Cal tUr^  Exocutivo  Committoo  Pests  Officials,  who  continuo  to 
gi'/e  closo  co-operation  when  required* 

irAPIQATIQN  0?  BED  BTIEfl. 

, Three  houses  wore  found  to  ho  infested  .and  cleared  during  the  year 

Stio/S  JZ?  ^ n““  Ir“tioldo  10  u”od'  tho  rfnitaa  ' 

^ on  of  T)*:d*a*  For  all  insects  D.D.T.  powder  is  hoing  usod  with  success. 
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